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 PRESS QUOTES 
 
 

 
“fascinatingly beautiful” 

TROUW  
 
 

“The manipulation of images (...) beautifully balances  
social heaviness and visual lightness.” 

TROUW 
 
 

“a great 
soundscape and image manipulations in time and frame rate” 

Wies Sanders (Archined) 
 
 

“Seven years in the making, shot entirely on glorious 35mm, running 131 minutes and 
boasting a «cast» of several hundred, Thomas Imbach’s ​Nemesis ​is a swaggering 

philosophical beast of a documentary which makes most other new productions this 
year—regardless of category — suddenly seem that little bit smaller.” 

Neil Young (Modern Times) 
 
 

“(...) in ways that are often beautiful, cumulatively hypnotic (...)" 
"Nemesis also functions as an epic, inspiring rumination on grand concepts (...)” 

Neil Young (Modern Times) 
 

 
"Nemesis has clearly been made by a creative mind. A lot of work went into the 

skilled shots, carefully selected and brought together tastefully. A feast for the eye." 
De Filmrecensent 
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 PRESS OVERVIEW 
 
 
11 November 2020 TROUW 

Dutch daily newspaper 
NEMESIS as one of 8 IDFA highlights with short review 
https://www.trouw.nl/cultuur-media/deze-idfa-films-moet-u-per-se-
zien-volgens-de-recensenten-van-trouw~b5be0e9a/  
 
Translation: 
“Faszinierend schön sind die Bilder, die der Schweizer Thomas                 
Imbach jahrelang aus seinem Fenster in Zürich für Nemesis                 
gedreht hat. Der alte Bahnhof, den er übersah, wird abgerissen: Die                     
leere Ebene zieht Fotografen und Filmemacher an, Kreative               
organisieren ein Festival mit Minigolf und Rodeo. Letztendlich wird                 
ein Gefängnis für abgelehnte Asylbewerber errichtet. Die             
Bildmanipulationen wie Beschleunigung sind poetisch und lustig,             
wodurch soziales Gewicht und visuelle Leichtigkeit wunderbar in               
Einklang gebracht werden.” 
 
“The images Swiss filmmaker Thomas Imbach shot from his                 
window in Zürich are fascinatingly beautiful. The old train station                   
he overlooked is being demolished: the empty plain attracts                 
photographers and filmmakers, creatives set up a festival with mini                   
golf and rodeo. Ultimately, a prison will be erected for rejected                     
asylum seekers. The manipulation of images, such as acceleration,                 
are poetic and funny, which beautifully balances social heaviness                 
and visual lightness.” 
 

15 November 2020 ​In De Bioscoop 
Dutch movie website 
Mention of the film as one in 4 must-see experimental films 
https://www.indebioscoop.com/idfa-2020-close-up-van-het-progra
mma-1/ 
 
Translation: 
“Thomas Imbach filmed the reconstruction of a station into a                   
detention center for migrants from his window. Sounds a bit like                     
Kossakovsky’s Tishe! but with 7 years of patience, something                 
fascinating must come out of it” 
 

16 November 2020 what (not) to doc  
  Canadian documentary website 

Festival overview 
https://whatnottodoc.com/2020/11/16/idfa-2020-overview-part-one/ 
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17 November 2020 Business Doc Europe 

Interview with Thomas Imbach  
https://businessdoceurope.com/imbachs-room-with-a-view/ 

 
17 November 2020 Business Doc Europe 

Mention of Nemesis in ​the ​interview with ​Aida Suljičić 
https://businessdoceurope.com/idfa-swiss-timing-more-perfect-tha
n-ever/ 
 

17 November 2020 Screen Daily 
Review from Visions du Reel highlighted in IDFA newsletter 
https://screeneditorial.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/d/E3984509FB98A3
5D2540EF23F30FEDED/343BBE314E6AC03D4BD7C9066BE4161D 

 
18 November 2020 Archined 

Dutch platform for architecture 
Nemesis among 6 IDFA highlights 
https://www.archined.nl/2020/11/idfa-2020-gekke-plekken-gevangen
-in-de-stad-en-crisisbesturen/  

 
Translation: 
“The idiosyncratic filmmaker Thomas Imbach shot the film Nemesis                 
from his window, documenting on 35mm for seven years how the                     
old freight train station in Zurich gives way to a police station and                         
prison. Fascinating enough in itself, especially with the               
commentary on the context of this urban transformation, but                 
provided with a great soundscape and image manipulations in                 
time and frame rate, you will continue to look breathtakingly at the                       
game of demolition and building, of the temporary activities and                   
observed intimate encounters.” 
 

19 November 2020 Filmuforia  
UK movie website 
Positive review 
http://filmuforia.co.uk/nemesis-2020/  
 

20 November 2020 Variety 
Interview with Thomas Imbach (conducted ahead of the 24 April 
Vision du Reel premiere) 
https://variety.com/2020/film/global/thomas-imbach-latest-doc-ne
mesis-shot-entirely-from-his-window-1234581031/ 
 

22 November 2020 Modern Times 
Positive review by film critic Neil Young 
https://www.moderntimes.review/station-to-stationary/ 
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23 November 2020 Business Doc Europe 

Positive Review from Visions du Reel “upped” for IDFA 
https://businessdoceurope.com/idfa-feature-length-comp-review-n
emesis-by-thomas-imbach/ 
 

23 November 2020 Variety Newsletter 
Interview with Thomas Imbach featured as one of the top stories of  
the day 
https://view.email.variety.com/?qs=9d1c1495b8bd9b5fecace225dd6d
a524eac24997f3542567a5027f0928c706ca35daa12ecf56eb2dd7b073
47c47b4463247e29a5858496a9d91c4fcc98abecb1a5703f28e2b14c20  
 

30 November 2020 De Filmrecensent 
Dutch film website 
Positive review 
https://www.defilmrecensent.nl/recensie/nemesis/rick-schuttinga  

 
 

 
MENTIONS OF THE AWARD: 
 
26 November 2020  Business Doc Europe 

https://businessdoceurope.com/radiograph-of-a-family-wins-idfa-aw
ard-for-best-feature-length-doc/ 

 
26 November 2020 Deadline 

https://deadline.com/2020/11/radiograph-of-a-family-wins-top-award
-european-doc-festival-idfa-1234622380/ 

 
26 November 2020 Filmkrant 

Dutch film magazine 
https://filmkrant.nl/festivals/radiograph-a-family-wint-best-feature-l
ength-documentary-op-idfa/  

 
26 November 2020 NRC 

Dutch daily newspaper 
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2020/11/26/persoonlijke-film-over-iraanse-
revolutie-wint-hoofdprijs-idfa-a4021607 

 
26 November 2020 Het Parool 

Dutch daily newspaper 
https://www.parool.nl/nederland/belangrijkste-prijs-idfa-voor-iraans
e-docu~b6e729ad/ 

 
26 November 2020 Screen Daily 

https://www.screendaily.com/news/radiograph-of-a-family-wins-bes
t-feature-documentary-prize-at-idfa/5155303.article  
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26 November 2020 Variety 

https://variety.com/2020/film/global/radiograph-of-a-family-gorbach
ev-heaven-idfa-1234840900/  

 
26 November 2020 Volkskrant 

Dutch daily newspaper 
https://www.volkskrant.nl/cultuur-media/idfa-hoofdprijs-voor-portre
t-van-een-verscheurd-iraans-gezin~b1fad74d/  
 

27 November 2020 Cineuropa 
https://www.cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/395475  

 
27 November 2020 Modern Times Review  

https://www.moderntimes.review/idfa-2020-complete-winners/  
 
27 November 2020 Realscreen 

https://realscreen.com/2020/11/27/radiograph-of-a-family-wins-best-f
eature-at-idfa-20/ 
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